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Abstract

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 10 ICU nurses to clarify their perceptions of
risk factors for infection with multidrug-resistant organisms and related prevention practices.

As for the perceptions, the following categories were generated: “patients in certain
conditions have a high risk of colonization or infection,” “basic infection control practices
should be routinely followed,” “infection control practices in some circumstances are
not adequately followed” and others. As for the practices, the following categories were
generated: “basic and routine infection control practices,” “precautions by predicting a high
risk of colonization and infection,” “following through with cross infection prevention after a
multidrug-resistant organism is detected,” “nursing practices toward appropriate antimicrobial
use” and others.

The results suggest it is essential to increase awareness of risk factors among nurses,
to train nurses to follow basic and routine practices and take precautions based on risk
assessment, and to educate nurses about best practices for appropriate antimicrobial use.
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